
Research Exercises 
 
 
1. Go online and find a sample report of any type and length. Identify the purpose and audience 
of the report, then look at the types of research included in the report and answer the following 
questions: 
 
• What types of evidence do you see in the report (e.g., statistics, quotes, experimental 
data, journalism, academic papers, professional reports, etc.)? 
• Do you see different types of evidence in different sections? 
• How technical is the evidence? Can you correlate the level of technical expertise to 
audience and purpose? 
• How much does the report rely on evidence to achieve its purpose?  
• Is the amount of evidence appropriate for the purpose and audience? 
 
2. USF would like to build a new dining hall that offers more healthy food options to students. 
They have tasked you with writing a recommendation report that makes a recommendation for 
the location and operation of this new dining hall. In groups of four, design a research study that 
would give you the data you need to accomplish this goal. Start with defining the problem and 
asking research questions, identify what types of sources you would look at in your literature 
review, and pick your research methods and the type of data you would gather. 
 
 
 


